Europe Direct Soapbox Competition Rules 2026

· This competition is open to all residents in the Republic of Ireland. 
· Contestants will compete in one of two categories: 1) 16 and under; 2) 17 and over. A regional winner from each category will be selected to go forward to the national final.
· Contestants will deliver a speech of no more than 3 mins in length relevant to the soapbox topic, in favour or against the motion. The presentation will be made at the regional competition before a public audience and panel of judges. Inappropriate content or language will result in automatic disqualification.
· To enter the competition, contestants will submit an official application form which is available at europedirect.ie or from any Europe Direct.
· The order of speakers will be decided by random draw before the event.   
· A library staff member will act as timekeeper for each presentation. At 2 minutes 30 seconds, a bell will be rung to inform of 30 seconds remaining. At 2 minutes 50 seconds, a second bell will ring to inform of 10 seconds remaining. At 3 minutes, the final bell will ring to inform contestant that the full 3 minutes have been reached. Each speaker will have 5 additional seconds to wrap up their speech. Speakers will be informed of the timekeeping procedure in advance.
· All speeches will be assessed by a panel of judges and equal marks awarded for content, delivery, structure and overall impact. The decision of the judges is final.
· There must be at least two contestants in each category for the competition to proceed in that category.
·  Previous winners of the regional competition are not eligible to enter in the same category for two subsequent years, but may enter in the second category if circumstances of age permit.
· The two category winners of the regional competition will qualify for the national soapbox final which will take place in Dublin on Thursday, the 3rd of December 2026. In the event of a regional winner being unable to travel, the relevant runner up will be invited to compete at the final in their place.
· The deadline for receipt of applications is determined by each Europe Direct locally.
· Each Europe Direct will contact the winners directly to arrange presentation of the prizes, as soon as possible following the event. 
· Images from the event may be used for promotional purposes by the Europe Direct.


Europe Direct Information Centre National Soapbox Competition
Format for the Competition:

· There are two categories of contestant – age 16 and under and 17 and over.

· Each contestant will be introduced by name, and ‘representing the X region’. A list of contestants and regions will be provided on the day. The order of speaking will comprise contestants from the 16 and under category first, followed by the constants from the 17 and over category. The individual order within each category will be decided by random selection on the day at the judges’ briefing in advance of the event. 

· Each contestant has 3 minutes to speak, which will be timed by the official timekeeper for the day using a hand bell system. At 2 minutes 30 seconds, a bell will be rung to inform of 30 seconds remaining. At 2 minutes 50 seconds, a second bell will ring to inform of 10 seconds remaining. At 3 minutes, the final bell will ring to inform contestant that the full 3 minutes have been reached. Each speaker will have 5 additional seconds to wrap up their speech, following the 3-minute bell, after which they have to finish.

· After each contestant has finished, the judges will be allowed a few moments to note their assessments, (approximately one minute). The Chair of the Judges will then confirm with the judging panel that they are ready to proceed to the next contestant and will signal this to the Event Chair. 

· If time allows after the last speaker, previous audiences have appreciated having the debate opened to the floor, finishing at 1.00 – 1.15pm. Roving microphones are being made available.


Europe Direct National Soapbox Final
‘Culture is at the heart of what it means to be European.
But is Ireland culturally closer to Strasbourg or Sydney?’
.”
Royal College of Physicians, 3rd December, 2026

Judges’ Assessment Criteria

· There are two categories of contestant for the national final: 16 & under, and 17 & over 

· Each contestant should be assessed on the basis of the following criteria:
· Content and evidence of preparation
· Presentation and delivery (including adherence to time limit)
· Structure and clarity
· Overall effectiveness and impact of presentation

· Each criterion should be given equal weight, and each contestant should be marked out of 25 for each criterion, the total assessment combining to a maximum score of 100. Marking sheets will be provided. 

· Presentations may be made in either official language of the State and in the case of Irish language entrants, arrangements will be made to provide translations for judging panel members not fluent in Irish, in accordance with the recommendations of the Office of An Coimisinéir Teanga.

· Two winners (one from each category) and one highly commended runner up from each category should be identified with judges reaching agreement by consensus opinion in the event of tied scores. The Chair of the Judging Panel has a casting vote if required. 
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