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Space for Reading

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hello. My name is Kathleen Moran and I work as manager and senior librarian with the JCSP Demonstration Library Project.  Our Project funds the set up and operation of school libraries in 2nd level DEIS schools and we are currently operational in 30 schools across Ireland. Each of our libraries is staffed by a full-time school librarian. Today I am going to look at setting up a reading space and also making space for reading in your school



JCSP Libraries

JCSP Libraries
Recommended minimum size: 130 sq m.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our JCSP Libraries are dedicated teaching, learning and creative arts spaces situated at the heart of their schools.  Our recommended minimum size for a JCSP library is 130 square metres and as I said each of our libraries is staffed by a full time professional librarian. The ideal library space is a dedicated large, fully fitted out and stocked space at the heart of the school (as displayed in these images) - 



JCSP Libraries

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
While our libraries are beautiful, attractive spaces -  it is what happens within them throughout the school day and school year that is most important and, as you can see from the second image here, students utilising the space for reading, learning and relaxation is what brings the space to life.However, I am very aware that libraries such as ours are unfortunately not an option for most schools at the moment. So what can you do?



Things to Consider
- Location
- Access
- Ambience
- Lighting
- Active Learning Space
- Facilitator Space
- Exhibition Space
- Multi-Functional space
- Furniture
- Stock

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When setting up a school library, a reading room or a classroom reading space, there are a number of things to consider. Some of these may be more applicable than others depending on the space available in the school.



Location
Ideally:

- Located at the heart of 
the school

- Highly visible and 
accessible to all staff and 
students

- Well lit with plenty of 
natural light

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We will first consider location. If you have a dedicated space (regardless of size) it should ideally be located at the heart of the school. It should be open, welcoming and visible to students and staff and ideally it will be well lit with plenty of natural light.



Location
But it can be:
- An open area in the 

school
- A section of a common 

area
- A corner of a classroom
- A shelf of books
- A mobile trolley

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If  you don’t have room for a dedicated space, then consider what you do have. Look at open areas in the school or free space in  your classroom. Perhaps you could create a Reading Trolley which is moved between classrooms (the trolley in the photo is from Ikea). Create an attractive set of shelves or a reading corner in your classroom. Place reading materials on stands or coffee tables beside comfortable seating in the school lobby. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
No matter what location you choose, make sure that it is attractive and accessible to your students. 



Ambience

- Comfortable and 
welcoming

- Relaxing
- A place that students 

want to be
- Bright, comfortable 

furniture

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Make sure that your reading space is comfortable and welcoming for students. Couches, easy chairs, bean bags, rugs, reading lamps, coffee tables, soft toys and of course lots of attractive reading materials  should all be considered. Your reading space should look nothing like a classroom. You want your students to want to be there.



A place to talk about books

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Your reading space should be a space for your children or teens to get together, to read and to engage in book talk. Research has shown that peer-recommendations are extremely important in  increasing students' desires to want to read. They are much more likely to read a book recommended by one of their peers than one recommended by their teacher. So do provide them with time and space to read and to discuss what they are reading. Quiet reading time has a place - but so does non-quiet reading discussion time - through class discussions, peer book clubs, etc. 



Stock
Where to Start:

1.Centralise
2.Categorise
3.Evaluate

Stock must be suitable, varied, accessible, appropriate

Survey students

Less is more – Be ruthless in getting rid of old, torn or boring books

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
While the current grant funding will facilitate the purchase of new books, most schools will already have books - perhaps scattered across the school. When setting up a reading space you should first of all centralise and categorise everything you have and, through evaluation, weed out and discard unsuitable titles. Only keep titles that you can display properly and that are attractive and relevant to your students.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The content and display of your reading stock is extremely important. This image shows what not to do - unattractive, too high shelves, tightly packed books displayed spines out, old and torn titles. If you ask a student (particularly a student who may be a reluctant reader) to select a title to read from these shelves, this is likely to be what he will see. The task will be impossible as so many badly displayed books look like bricks in a wall to him - and all bricks look the same. Make it easy and interesting for your students to select books by presenting them with attractive displays.



Book Nests
- Can have several

- Source from e.g. Woodwork team, 

local Men's Shed, Parent, etc.

- Position inside or outside school

- Invite donations – students, staff, 

parents, community
- Use to distribute World Book Day 

books
- All books free to borrow

- Freedom to return, replace or keep

- Give students responsibility to 

maintain / refill

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Regardless of whether or not you have a dedicated reading space in your school, you should take reading beyond the reading room or classroom. Book nests are a great way to bring books around and beyond the school. These should be free and open and students should not have to worry about losing a book. They should be free to keep, return or replace titles.  Give students responsibility for maintaining and refilling the boxes. You could include e.g. a Babies Book Nest - where students can select titles for their younger brothers or sisters and parents can be encouraged to select books for younger members of the family. This is a great way of supporting family literacy.



Family Literacy
- Newspapers / magazines

- Book shelf / trolley outside 

principal’s office

- Set up a parent’s book club

- Encourage parents to 

include books as gifts for 

birthdays, Christmas. 

Provide recommended lists.

- Host a book fair and invite 

parents/guardians

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Other ways to support family literacy include making newspapers and magazines available to parents and guardians when they visit the school. Place a shelf or trolley outside of the principal’s office and stock it with titles for parents to pursue as they wait to meet the principal. Include board books, etc. to keep younger siblings engaged. Host book fairs and parents book clubs. Make reading a whole school community activity.



Conclusion

- Show passion
- Take time
- Talk to your 

students
- Engage with 

parents
- Be aware of diverse 

needs of your 
students

- Make it fun!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Your passion for books and reading is your most powerful weapon when setting up a reading space and developing a reading culture in your school. Take time to talk to the children or teens. Find out what they want from the space. Engage parents and get them involved in the process of developing your reading space and reading school..



Thank you
Kathleen Moran

kathleenmoran@jcsplibraries.ie

https://jcsplibraries.com/

https://schoollibrariesireland.com/

Twitter:   @jcsplibraries

@dear_ireland

@SLG_LAI

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you for listening. My details are on the screen now and also website and social media links for the JCSP Library Project and for the School Libraries Group of the Library Association of Ireland. I will be happy to answer any questions you might have and Now I will pass you over to Karen Murtagh from the Department of Education

mailto:kathleenmoran@jcsplibraries.ie
https://jcsplibraries.com/
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